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Fun with AND, OR, & NOT

Students work in groups to practice database search technique using Boolean operators AND, OR, & NOT in addition to creating a phrase using quotation marks. 

Divide the class into two or more groups. Each group gets a handout that reads, “Describe one person in your group using the connectors.” Followed by five lined rows with the word AND in between each row. One or two rows are bookended by quotation marks and one row has the word OR or the word NOT in the middle. Each handout might vary slightly. 

The instructor reads the instructions and demonstrates the activity by asking the class to help them fill out the handout using the instructor themself as an example. The instructor reviews the resulting handout with the class and then sends each group to gather and fill out their handout. 

Once each group fills out the form, Group 1 reads their description and Group 2 has to identify the Group 1 person being described. Group 2 then reads their description to the first group and Group 1 has to pick the person described.

Will the class make it easy or difficult to guess who their subject is? When the groups finish, share with the class the parallels you notice between database search and the outcomes you observe from the activity. Discuss the outcome and offer a takeaway.
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Fun with AND, OR, NOT
and “descriptive phrases”


Describe one person in your group using the connectors.

 
“_______________”

AND
 _______________
  
AND
  _______OR______

AND

 _______________

AND
“_______________”
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Describe one person in your group using the connectors.

 
“_______________”

AND
 “_______________”
  
AND
  _______NOT______

AND
  _______________

AND
 
“_______________”
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